
  The time is fast approaching for voters to 

decide who will shape and direct local edu-

cation for the next three years.  

  Elections for school trustee 

take place October 18, 2010 and 

it's not too early to think about 

who you would like to see as 

candidates for this important 

office. 

  Having good trustee candidates 

in the upcoming election is criti-

cal because school boards 

make decisions about how edu-

cation is delivered locally ï 

including the operation of 

schools. 

  School board policies directly impact the 

development of our children and affect 

community interests. 

  That's why, on behalf of our board, I 

would encourage people with an interest in 

children and a vision for local education to 

consider running for trustee by 

submitting their name on Nomi-
nation Day, September 20, 2010. 

  Our central office staff in High 

Prairie has important information 

about becoming a school board 

trustee which will be posted on 

o u r  d i v i s i o n a l  w e b s i t e 

(www.hpsd48.ab.ca) in the near 

future.  

    For now, we invite you to 

visit the Alberta School Boards 

Assoc ia t ion  webs i t e  a t 

www.asba.ab.ca.   

  Trustees are also available to speak about 

trusteeship. For more information call 

HPSDôs central office at 780-523-3337 or 

toll-free at 1-877-523-3337. 

Calling all candidates ñ a message from HPSD 
No. 48 Board of Trustees Chair Joyce Dvornek 

Election message from HPSD Superintendent Laura Poloz 
  The 2010 school board trustee nomination 

and election process represents an excellent 

opportunity for residents who share an in-

terest and passion for educational success to 

step forward in their community. 
  School board trustees are elected 

in accordance with the Local Au-

thorities Election Act at each mu-

nicipal election, by the electoral 

group the board represents. As an 

elected school board trustee and 

community representative in High 

Prairie School Division, your 

valuable work and important 

contributions are integral to the 

effective operation of the public 

school system. 

   Our policies and decisions 

have a tremendous impact on the local com-

munity, although it might only seem evident 

to people when the discussion is about a 

very sensitive issue. 

  Annually, we manage millions of dollars 

in public funds, employ hundreds of teach-

ers, support staff, bus drivers and local con-
tractors and play a key role in the care and 

education of local school-aged children. 

  As a community, shaping our young peo-

ple into well-educated and well-rounded 

citizens is one of the most important things 

we can do.  
  Residents can help meet this 

goal by ensuring the local school 

board represents the diverse 

views and interests of the com-

munity it serves. 

  It is our shared belief at HPSD 

that having a broad spectrum of 

interests represented on our local 

school board makes our educa-

tion system stronger. And a 

strong, well-run education sys-

tem adds to the strength and 

vitality of our communities.  

  As HPSD Superintendent, I would also 

like to encourage residents in the commu-

nity to consider running for the position of 

school board trustee. 

  Your positive contributions will help 

make a positive difference in the develop-

ment of our children, both now and in the 

future.  
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 2007 HPSD School      
Board Election Results  

 

Ward 1 (Falher/Donnelly/
McLennan) results: Gary 
Doran and Karin Scholl 
elected by acclamation  

Ward 2 (High Prairie)      

results: Joyce Dvornek 
and Rick Neidig elected    

by acclamation  

Ward 3 (Joussard/Kinuso)    

results: Rudy Willier 
elected by acclamation  

Marilyn Willier                   
re-appointed by the Board 

of Chiefs as the First    
Nations Trustee  

Ward 4 (Slave Lake/
Canyon Creek) results: 

Lenny Richer and Monica 
Edwards elected  

Nomination 
Day is Sept 
20, 2010 

Election Day 
is Oct. 18, 

2010 



 

The important responsibilities of school board trustees  
  Alberta school boards help shape the future of local communi-

ties by governing the education of young people.   

  The provincial government, through the minister of education, 

grants school boards the independent authority to make deci-

sions regarding the direction and quality of local public educa-

tion.  

  Accountability to the public is entrenched through the election 

of local school board trustees every three years.  

  The school board election is October 18, 2010. 

School board responsibilities  
  Itôs up to school boards to ensure all children in the commu-

nity receive a quality education. Specific school board respon-

sibilities include: 

Communicating, informing 

and involving parents, 

staff, and the community-at-

large in school board deci-

sions and activities. 

Adopting an annual budget that 

achieves jurisdiction priorities. 

Setting goals and priorities for the ju-

risdiction that achieve provincial education 

standards, meet the needs of students and 

reflect the communityôs wishes. 

Making and enforcing policies that set out 

standards and expectations regarding the ac-

tions of administration, teachers, and students.  

Lobbying the municipal and provincial govern-

ments on education issues of importance to the juris-

diction. 

Adjudicating policy or decision appeals. 

Hiring and evaluating the superintendent. 

The role  
of the trustee  

  A key responsibility for trustees is to stay in touch with com-

munity stakeholders so that they understand, and reflect in their 

decision-making, what all citizens value and want from their 

local public schools.   

  Trustees represent the voice of their electorate but must also 

give carefully consideration to the needs of the entire jurisdic-

tion, as opposed to one school or community, when making a 

decision.   

  As elected officials, trustees have these roles:  

  Communicators: Trustees ensure the community has a say in 

what children learn by communicating effectively with stake-

holders and ensuring their concerns and wishes are heard. 

  Planners: Trustees develop plans to deal with student needs 

and to actively participate in the economic and social strength 

of local communities. 

  Policy makers: Trustees create policies to guide admini-

stration and staff.  They also evaluate the impact 

of these policies and make adjustments where 

necessary. 

  Advocates: Trustees address and seek resolution 

of public education issues of importance to stu-

dents, parents, and the community at large. 

   Educators: Trustees play a key role in devel-

oping tomorrowôs citizens because they have 

the ability to make independent decisions 

that impact the direction and quality of 

public education. 

  Adjudicators: Trustees hear and make judg-

ments concerning local education decisions, 

procedures or policies that individuals, groups or the public feel 

are unfair or improper. 

  Lobbyists: Trustees communicate with municipal and provin-

cial governments to ensure those who influence funding and 

other resources hear the voice of the local community.  

  Legislators: Trustees make decisions that have the status and 

impact of law ï for example, decisions governing and enforcing 

the conduct of students and staff. 

  Politicians: Trustees are elected every three years to govern 

the local public education system on behalf of the community.  

Educators  

Advocates  

Planners  

Lobbyists  

Check out our  

website at 

www.hpsd48.

ab.ca for 

detailed 

information 

regarding the 

2010 School 

Board Election  
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